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WORLD | Politics 


Merkel strikes deal 
with Schulz for 
German coalition 


www.asianage.com 


Nicole Kidman accepts the 
award for best actress for Big 
Little Lies at the 23rd annual 
Critics’ Choice Awards in 
Santa Monica, California, on 
Thursday. — AP 


3 world leaders, 
ahead of Xi, Putin’ 


New Delhi: The annual sur- 
vey by Gallup International 
has put Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at number 
three among the global 
leaders. According to the 
survey, conducted across 
50 nations, the top spot 
went to French President 
Emmanuel Macron (net 
score 21), followed by 
German chancellor Angela 
Merkel (net score of 20), 
and then PM Modi at num- 
ber three (net score 8), 
ahead of China Xi Jinping, 
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin. 
Full report on Page 3 


Karni Sena protests | 


outside CBFC office 


Mumbai: Over 70 activists 
of the Rajasthan- based 
Karni Sena were detained 
on Friday while protesting 
outside the CBFC’s office 
against the clearance given 
to Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
Padmavat. Over 30 Karni 
Sena supporters were 
detained from Haji Ali dur- 
ing another protest. 

Full report on Page 3 


Isro launches 31 


Satellites into orbit 


Sriharikota: Within five 
months of the failure of 
PSLV-C39 rocket, Isro has 
come back with a bang, 
successfully launching 31 
satellites in two different 
orbits with PSLV-C40 rock- 
et on Friday. 

More on Page 3 


COUNTERPOINT 


Not everything is 
in order, it seems! 


Max: 23.7°C 
Min: 8°C 
RH: 80% 
Rainfall: NIL 


Forecast: Moderate fog 


|_| ASTROGUIDE 


Hemalaba: Dakshinayana 
Tithi: Pushya Bahula Dwadasi 
till 11.52 pm 

Star: Anuradha till 

10.15 am 

Varjyam: 4.33 pm to 

6.21 pm 

Durmuhurtam: : 8.42 am to 
9.23 am 

Rahukalam: 9.30 am to 

11 pm 

SUNSET TODAY 5.45 PM 

SUNRISE TOMORROW 7.15 AM 
MOONRISE TOMORROW 4.49 AM 
MOONSET TODAY 2.58 PM 
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d $ NATION | Defence deal 


HE ASIAN AGE 


NEW DELHI SATURDAY 13 


Israel indicates Spike 
anti-tank missile deal 
with India is still alive 
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game REVOLT OF SUPREMES 


4 SC JUDGES HIT OUT AT CJI OVER WAY TOP COURT IS BEING RUN 


‘Lack of impartiality in allocating high-profile 


cases could imperil India’s democracy’ 


J. VENKATESAN 
NEW DELHI, JAN. 12 


In a move that is unprece- 
dented in the annals of 
India’s judiciary, the four 
seniormost judges of the 
Supreme Court on Friday 
questioned the “unilater- 
al and biased” decisions 
of Chief Justice of India 
Dipak Misra in the alloca- 
tion of “important” cases 
to junior judges. At a 
joint press conference 
held at the residence of 
Justice J. Chelameswar 
(who is number two in 
seniority), Justices 
Ranjan Gogoi (number 8) 
Madan B. Lokur (number 


Friday seeking a probe 
into the death of former 
CBI sessions judge B.H. 
Loya, who refused to dis- 
charge BJP president 


Amit Shah in the 
Sohrabuddin fake 
encounter case, to a 


bench headed by Justice 
Arun Mishra (number 10 
in rank) triggered the 
controversy. 
Highly-placed sources 
in the judiciary denied 
that the CJI was taking 
decisions in a_ biased 
manner. It was pointed 
out that “the CJI’s con- 
science is clear. All high- 
profile cases are allocated 
uniformly to the top four 


4) and Kurian Joseph judges — Chelameswar, 
(number 5), . Gogoi, 
who felt that Ð The four judges Lokur and 
they were clarified that they Joseph”. 
being side- The sources 


lined, alleged 
that the situ- 
ation in the 
Supreme 


Court was 
not in order 
and said 
many “less 


than desir- 

able” things had taken 
place in the last few 
months. 

In an apparent warning, 
they said the lack of 
impartiality in the alloca- 
tion of high-profile cases 
and constitution of 
benches with junior 
judges “could imperil 
India’s democracy”. 
Though they said they 
had written a seven-page 
letter to the CJI two 
months ago, the alloca- 
tion of two petitions on 


Inflation at 
17-month 
high; IIP up 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, JAN. 12 


India’s industrial pro- 
duction hit a 17-month 
high of 8.4 per cent in 
November 2017 led by 
manufacturing sector 
which saw a double digit 
growth. The good news, 
however, was dampened 
due to retail inflation 
hitting a 17-month high 
at 5.21 per cent in 
December due to rise in 
prices of food items like 
eggs and vegetables, 
dashing hopes of an 
interest rate cut in the 
near future. 

The retail inflation 
rate is way above the 
comfort level of the RBI 
that has been asked by 
the government to keep 
it around 4 per cent, plus 
or minus 2 per cent. RBI 
will hold its next policy 
review on February 7. 

E More on Page 15 


were ‘not showing 
any protest, rebel- 
lion or breaking the 
ranks with the CJP’, 
and will resume 
their duty from 
Monday as usual 


refused to 
comment on 
allega- 
tion relating 
to the com- 
position of 
Constit- 
ution 
Benches 
with junior judges, 
except saying that “there 
is no bias, and norms are 
E Turn to Page 4 
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>) Executive interfer- 
ence behind revolt? 
>) Luthra case: Bone 
of contention in 
controversy 

> Judiciary image 
dented: Ex-CJl 


I-don’t want another 20 years later wise men in this country 
blame that Chelameswar, Ranjan Gogoi, Madan Lokur and Kurian 
Joseph sold their souls, they didn’t take care of this institution 


Allocation of cases: 
Lack of impartiality in 
allocation of high-pro- 
file cases by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra 


Judge Loya’s death: PIL 
seeking a probe 

into Mumbai uage EA 

B.M. Loya’s ee (9 
rious’ death in 2014 was 


senior four benches 


not assigned to any of the — 


— Justice Ranjan Gogoi 


Medical admissions: 
CJI overturned a deci- 
sion of Justice 
Chelameswar-headed 
bench to send medical 
college admissions 
scam to 5-judge bench 


SC seeks report on Loya’s death 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, JAN. 12 


The Supreme Court on 
Friday asked the 
Maharasthra government 
to file the autopsy report 
of former CBI special 
judge B.H. Loya who died 
in mysterious circum- 
stances in Nagpur in 
December 2014. 

At the time of his death, 
the Mumbai judge was 
hearing a criminal case 
against BJP chief Amit 


police officers in the 
killing of gangster 
Sohrabuddin Sheikh in 
an alleged fake encounter. 
Less than a month after 
Loya’s death, the judge 
who replaced him ruled 
that Mr Shah had no case 
to answer and . 

The calling of Loya’s 
autopsy report by the 
apex court on Friday 
came on a day when four 
senior apex court judges 
alleged impropriety in the 
manner in which Chief 


Shah and top Gujarat 


Nitish’s convoy 
stoned in Buxar 


NAYEAR AZAD 
PATNA, JAN. 12 


Bihar chief minister 
Nitish Kumar’s caval- 
cade was on Friday pelt- 
ed with stones while he 
was on his way to a vil- 
lage in Buxar as part of 
his state-wide Vikas 
Samiksha Yatra. 

The chief minister was 
unharmed but two secu- 
rity personnel received 
injuries in the attack 
allegedly carried out by 
angry mahadalits who 
wanted him to visit 
their village. 

Sources claimed that “a 
group of villagers want- 
ed the chief minister to 
see the condition of 
amenities in Nandar 
village but their request 


was turned down, 
which lead to a dis- 
agreement”. 


The incident was down- 
played by leaders of the 


Nitish Kumar 


ruling JD(U) but the 
Opposition RJD alleged 
that it reflected the sim- 
mering discontent 
among people. 

RJD MLA Shakti Singh 
Yadav said, “The ruling 
party must take the 
issue seriously as it 
seems that backward 
classes are feeling 
neglected. The attack 
also shows growing 
public anger against the 
state government’s 
failed policies and 
promises.’ Chief minis- 
ter Nitish Kumar has 
E Turn to Page 4 


‘Secret I-T 
letter found 


in Sasi’s roon? 


J. STALIN 
CHENNAI, JAN. 12 


In a 
damming dis- 
closure, a top 
income-tax 
investigator 
has told the 
Madras high 
court that a confidential 
communication from her 
department to the state 
DGP seeking action 
against highly-placed 
persons in the govern- 
ment suspected to be 
involved in the gutka 
scam, was found in 
AIADMK leader V. K. 
Sasikala’s room in the 
late CM Jayalalithaa’s 
Poes Garden bungalow. 
The high court was 
told about the letter’s 
recovery during a hear- 
ing on a PIL by DMK leg- 
islator J Anbazhagan 
seeking SIT probe into 
the scam. 
E More on Page 4 


Sasikala 


Row over Don’s ‘shithole nations’ remark 


E US Prez issues denial, UN calls comment ‘racist’ 


Washington, Jan. 12: US 
President Donald Trump 
tweeted a denial on 
Friday after he was quot- 
ed as describing African 
and other states as “shit- 
hole countries,” amid an 
international furore over 
the remarks. 

Mr Trump, who report- 
edly made the comment 
during a meeting with 
legislators on Thursday 
on immigration reform, 
drew charges of racism. 

“Why are we having all 
these people from shit- 
hole countries come 
here?” Mr Trump said, 


—— 


Donald Trump 


people briefed on the 
meeting told The 
Washington Post. 

The New York Times 
later reported the same 
comment, citing 
unnamed people with 


direct knowledge of the 
meeting. 

“The language used by 
me at the DACA meeting 
was tough, but this was 
not the language used,” 
Mr Trump tweeted early 
on Friday. 

The reference was to 
the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals pro- 
gramme, which shields 
from deportation nearly 
800,000 immigrants 
brought to the country 
illegally as children. 

United Nations rights 
office spokesman Rupert 
Colville said, “There is 


no other word one can 
use but ‘racist’ to 
describe Mr Trump’s 
remarks.” 

Democratic Congres- 
sman Luis Gutierrez 
called Mr Trump “a 
racist who does not share 
the values enshrined in 
our Constitution”. 

Thursday’s meeting was 
to discuss a compromise 
under which DACA 
would be preserved but a 
visa lottery and a policy 
allowing legal immi- 
grants to bring family 
members into the country 
would be ended. — AFP 


Justice Dipak Misra had 


hand picked the bench for 
hearing two PILs related 
to the judge’s death. 

A bench of Justices 
Arun Mishra and Santana 
Gouder, while describing 
the judge’s death as a seri- 
ous matter, asked the 
state government to file 
its reply by January 15. 

Loya died of cardiac 
arrest on December 1, 
2014, according to hospi- 
tal records, a day after he 
attended the wedding cer- 
emony and reception of 
E Turn to Page 4 


CJI Dipak Misra unfazed, sits in court as 
usual; A-G hopes ‘ crisis will be resolved’ 


Govt keeps a safe 
distance: ( Opp. bid 
to ‘impeach’ CJI? 


SREEPARNA 
CHAKRABARTY 
NEW DELHI, JAN. 12 


As an open rebellion 
broke out in the judiciary 
with four top Supreme 
Court judges levelling 
charges against the Chief 
Justice of India, the 
Opposition 


motion of impeachment 
in the Rajya Sabha 
against CJI Misra. Any 
such motion will be sym- 
bolic in nature as the 
Opposition doesn’t have 
the two-thirds strength 
required for it to be 
passed. Also, the 
Opposition can move this 

motion in 


parties >) The Congress, the Upper 
moved swift- Trinamul Congress House only 
a : ah and the Left said reduire iie 
move a the matter should signatures 
“symbolic” be looked into, of only 50 
impeach- terming the members 
ment motion there, as 


against CJI 
Dipak Misra 
in the Rajya 
Sabha. The 
government, however, 
kept a safe distance and 
made it clear that it 
would not intervene in 
the matter. 

Officially, the Congress, 
Trinamul Congress and 
the Left said the matter 
should be looked into, 
terming the charges lev- 
elled by the four judges as 
grave in nature. Sources 
said the Opposition par- 
ties are in touch with 
each other to explore the 
option of moving a 


charges levelled by 
the four judges as 
grave in nature 


against 
those of 100 
members in 
the Lok 
Sabha. 

As per precedents, it is 
up to the Rajya Sabha 
Chairman to admit the 
motion. After the 
Chairman admits the 
motion, it is referred to a 
committee of two judges 
and a senior advocate, 
who then investigate the 
matter. The person 
against whom the motion 
is moved gets a chance to 
put his point forward to 
the committee in writing. 
E Turn to Page 4 
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INFY SPRINGS A SURPRISE 
Advance pricing pact with US 
— it secs 38% dala in 


Q3 profit +r 
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